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her day for receiving. I planned to arrive at seven and spend only a
few minutes; I tarry an hour; and only when I have left does it occur
to me that probably the few close friends who were present were
merely waiting for me to leave so that they could go out to dinner to-
gether. Talked much too much, as I am inclined to do after a period
of solitude, losing self-control; for I was aware that I was talking too
much, but could not check myself. Told, rather badly, several of Mar-
drus's anecdotes, without the zest they needed to set them off to advan-
tage, and moreover, yielding to that absurd need of repeating the word
or phrase which, in my opinion, had not caused enough laughter,
though knowing perfectly well that what has seemed only slightly
funny does not seem funny at all when repeated. And what need to
add personal details that no one wants to know? The need of showing
myself to be confident and perfectly at ease, precisely when I am least
so. Oh, how miserable all this is! ...
Less anxious to shine oneself than to get the maximum out of others.
Trip to Berlin from 17 January to 3 February 1928.
Heard in the street:
"II ria pas pu sempgcher que de rigoler?
<eCa nsera jamais plus pire quid."
"II en a fait profiler a tout le monde."6
When faced with certain rich people, how can one fail to feel com-
munistically inclined?
*You can't give more for a pension than for wages." This is the rea-
soning used to reduce the pension that the owners of the Villa Mont-
morency, at the meeting I attend (12 February '28), plan to pay to
the concierge who is being laid off after forty years of faithful service.
"She used to get a hundred and fifty francs a month (or a hundred and
seventy-five)." A hundred and fifty francs were suggested as a pension.
The question was so badly stated that it seemed as if voting against
this figure amounted to voting against any pension at all
In a general hubbub, I pointed out that she used to get, in addition,
her lodging and electricity and a number of partial aids and little tips,
which would no longer be coming'her way. There were several of us
who considered the suggested pension insufficient. I believe that with
a little skill we could have got it raised to two hundred francs. This is
what I was aiming for. But the man next to me, awkwardly and as if
6 Each of these sentences contains a popular pleonasm: "He could not
help but laugh"; "It will never be more worse than here"; and "He allowed
to everyone to take advantage of it."